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Dear Friends,
You will see elsewhere in the magazine
that I have introduced a programme
called Frontline. This is based around
the idea that Christian people are in
church on Sunday, but for the rest of the
week they are on 'the frontline'. This may
not be the most helpful metaphor in that
it could suggest that Christians are involved in a battle against those of other faiths and no faith.
This is not the intention and, while the imagery may be
slightly unhelpful, the ideas that the programme suggests
are good.
If one is looking for a metaphor for evangelism, I prefer a
couple that I heard about a number of years ago. The oldest
of these is that evangelism is 'one beggar telling another
where to find food'. More recently, I have often repeated Brian McLaren's metaphor of 'evangelism as dance'. What has
attracted me to this image is that - usually - two people are
involved in a dance and it is an activity that is shared, with
both dancers working together in partnership. In the picture
of 'evangelism as dance', there are no victors and no one is
vanquished.

I believe that one of the ways in which Christian people can
engage in this 'dance' is to be ready to answer for their faith.
Now, this can sound scary and the sort of thing that has led
many people to be martyred. No, being able to answer for
one's faith begins by being willing and able to talk about why
being a Christian is important.
We have been discussing this at our Deacons’ Meetings
here at Dagnall Street. The deacons have been given as
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their ‘homework’ the task of writing a paragraph or two on what
they might say to someone who asks them why they go to church
or what their faith means to them.
We all have a story to tell about the good times and the bad times
in our lives and how we experienced God, or – if we’re honest –
how we sometimes struggled to experience God. I believe that our
‘dance partners’ prefer honesty as we tell our story. I hope that the
Frontline programme this autumn will help us to tell the stories
that are unique to each of us.

4

September 2019

Pastor’s News
A brief update on a number of items
that might be of interest to the congregation and the wider readership of the
magazine.
Frontline Study Groups
This month we are beginning a series
that will run through September to the
end of October and there are further details elsewhere in this
month’s magazine. As part of this programme, we will be running
midweek groups that will reinforce what we hear on Sundays. I
hope that as many members of the congregation will join in with
this ‘short, sharp burst’ of getting together and talking about our
faith. This will take the place of the monthly 2nd Tuesday Bible
studies during September and October.
There will be an introduction to the programme on Tuesday 24th
September at 10.30am and on Wednesday 25th September at
8.00pm. Both of these meetings will be in the Cross Street
Centre.
Dates and times of October’s meetings will be published by the
end of September.
Informal Recital – 5th September 8.00pm
Rory Carver, who sings professionally as a tenor,
is performing in a song competition at Wigmore
Hall in London on 11th September and he has arranged an informal recital at Dagnall Street to rehearse his repertoire before an audience. See the
poster elsewhere in the magazine.
The concert is free and anyone is welcome to attend, but an offering could be made which will go
to our Christian Aid.

5
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Premier Radio – 26th September
I will be talking about some of the latest cinema
releases on Premier Christian Radio in the Breakfast Show. You can also subscribe to the St Albans Film Guide Podcast where Danny and I talk
about what’s on at the cinema and the pick of the
films on television.
Church Anniversary – 6th October 2018 10,30am
The preacher for this year’s Church Anniversary service will be the
Revd Dr Jo Kapolyo. Jo is now retired, but he has visited us a number of times when he was Principal at All Nations Bible College and
latterly at Edmonton Baptist Church.
Best wishes
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On the Frontline
Imagine the difference we would make in the world.
Imagine what would happen if every Christian
looked around at the people they spend their days
with and asked God: how do you want me to be
good news to the people here today?
The London Institute of Contemporary Christianity (LICC)
have developed a programme that seeks to answer this question
by equipping church-going Christians – around 6% of this country’s population – to make a difference in the world in which we
live.
The Revd Ken Benjamin, the current Baptist Union President,
headlined this programme at this year’s Baptist Assembly and
Jonny and I believe that it would be of help to us in our mission
to be Good News where we are.
The programme extends over five Sundays and is supported by
midweek small groups. We will be beginning Frontline on Sunday 22nd September and there will be two introductory midweek groups on Tuesday 24th September at 10.30am and
Wednesday 25th September at 8.00pm. Both meetings in the
Cross Street Centre.
After the launch Sunday there will be a gap for three weeks as
we celebrate Harvest and Church Anniversary and we will pick
up with the second session on 13th October.
These are the topics for five sessions.
1) All the difference in the world
The church is a body of people gathering together and scattering
out into the world. Despite being a minority, we can make all the
difference in the world.
7

Dagnall Street Baptist Church and Cross Street Centre Magazine

2) Wherever we are
We all have a frontline – a place where we do life or work, encountering people who don’t know Jesus.
3) Whatever we do
The ‘work of our hands’ matters to God. It’s part of our worship,
how we serve others, and bear witness to God.

4) Whoever we are
We are first and foremost sons and daughters of God. Our life on
the frontline flows from this identity. This is liberating.
5) Together we grow
When we gather together we build one another up, to have a
continued impact on our frontlines.
I hope that you will enjoy this programme and that it will help to
equip you for those conversations that can arise when people
ask, “… and what did you do at the weekend?”

8

September 2019
September 2019

Day
Jubilee
Day Care
Care Golden Jubilee
4.00pm
October 2019
2019
4.00pm 13th October
50
of Revd
Revd Dr
Dr Morris
Morris
50years
years ago,
ago, during
during the ministry of
West,our
our Elderly
Elderly Person’s
Person’s Day Care
West,
Care began.
began. IIsuspect
suspect
that
those
who
started
this
work
would
not
have
that those who started
would not haveimagimaginedthat
that itit would
would still
still be running well
ined
well into
into the
the21st
21st
century.Through
Through these
these years, under
century.
under the
the leadership
leadershipofof
manyfaithful
faithful people,
people, Day Care has
many
has been
been running
runningatat
theAge
AgeConcern
Concern building
building in
in St
the
St Peter’s
Peter’s Street
Streetand
andthis
this
year
we
will
be
marking
its
anniversary
with
a
special
year we will be marking its anniversary with a special
service on
on 13th
13th October.
October.
service
Allare
arewelcome
welcome to
to join
join us
us for
All
for this
this special
special occasion
occasionas
as
we
celebrate
this
great
piece
of
work
in
the
life
of
our
we celebrate this great piece of work in the life of our
church.The
The service
service will
will be
be followed
church.
followed by
by aa buffet
buffettea.
tea.

9
9

Dagnall Street Baptist Church and Cross Street Centre Magazine

10

September 2019

This was taken in the café on Sunday 7th July when
Helen Gray, director of Herts Community Foundation,
came to talk to us about the foundation and St Albans
Fund for the Future which was launched by John Peters in 2001 when he was Mayor.
Can you guess who the bear is?
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HOSPITAL AND CLINIC APPOINTMENTS
Sometimes members of our fellowship need help with
transport to get to hospital or clinic appointments.
The St Albans Good Neighbour Scheme (SAGNS) is a
voluntary organisation where volunteers offer various
forms of help within the locality.
With regard to transport needs the scheme tries to link requests for lifts with one of their volunteer drivers who use
their own cars. They suggest a ‘voluntary’ contribution of
40-50p per mile towards fuel costs.
Further information is on their website www.sagns.org.
The phone number for SAGNS is 01727 830713.
I also have some leaflets about SAGNS.
Jill Potter
01727 872206
jillcpotter@hotmail.com
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Deacons Election
This is the time of the year when we remind ourselves of our obligations regarding the diaconate of our church, and of the need
to consider how we will move forward into 2020. Deacons are
servants of Christ in this church who are called to share with the
ministers in the spiritual Leadership, pastoral care, and administration and stewardship within the life and mission of the congregation. DSBC is registered under the Charities act 1993, so
the deacons are also Charity Trustees, and as such are responsible for the governance of the church. Deacons/trustees, are
normally elected for a term of three-years and the overall responsibility for their appointment falls to the church members.
Our current constitution allows up to 12 deacons who shall be
baptised believers in membership with DSBC for at least 2 years.
There are currently 11 of us of which two, Jan and Paula, come
to the end of their respective 3 year terms at the end of this year.
This means there are up to 3 vacancies.
Baptist’s are a democratic bunch, which means it is the responsibility of the church members to ensure that deacons are appointed to meet our obligations as a worshipping church. The job
specification of deacon is simply that we use the gifts given to us
by God and undertake our duties responsibly within those capabilities.
As we approach the deacons’ election may I remind you of the
process:
“Nominations for deacons shall be in writing signed by 2
church members and shall be forwarded to the church secretary not later than 3 Sundays before the election.”
The election takes place at the church meeting on 5th November,
so nominations must be with me by Sunday 20th October. An
announcement will be made in church on the 2 Sundays preceding the closing date for nominations, ie. 6th and 13th October.
14
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“Voting is by secret ballot at the church meeting. Each candidate needs support from at least 50% of the members voting in
order to be elected.”
Together, we need to give this matter our prayerful consideration
and seek God’s will as to his call upon us. If you feel called to take
on this role, or to encourage others, I have nomination forms ready
and waiting.

Chris Penn

Thank you to everyone who sent cards,
flowers, etc., after my recent foot surgery. Also for all the support, love and care we
received from various friends of the church family.
I am recovering slowly and hope to be able to return to my usual commitments soon, depending
on my discharge.
Thank you again.
Olly Branch
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Mission News
Operation Agri Harvest Appeal
“Learning for Life in Nepal”
Sunday 29th September
This year our Harvest Appeal will support Operation Agri’s “Learning for Life in Nepal” appeal,
which is expressing Christian Love in Action by
supporting locally run projects in earthquake-torn
remote mountain communities of Nepal, and by
helping people to grow crops, keep healthy, educate their children, and improve their livelihoods.
In Nepal, serious earthquakes damaged many villages. The Nepal
Baptist Multipurpose Community Development Scheme, (MCDS),
team are working in a mountainous area to help restore livelihoods. People are learning better ways to grow food, keep livestock and earn a living, and women are helped to form self-help
groups, to work together to improve their lives.
MCDS have equipped school classes for young children with educational toys and posters, medical kits, carpets, and dustbins to
keep the area clean. They also give training for teachers on helping children learn through play and creative activities. Children are
now keen to come to school!
Look out for the special harvest appeal posters, and special gift
envelopes will be in church from Sunday 29th September. Please
give generously to this vital appeal.In Nepal, serious earthquakes
damaged many villages. The Nepal Baptist Multipurpose Community Development Scheme, (MCDS), team are working in a mountainous area to help restore livelihoods. People are learning better
16
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ways to grow food, keep livestock and earn a living, and women
are helped to form self-help groups, to work together to improve
their lives.
MCDS have equipped school classes for young children with educational toys and posters, medical kits, carpets, and dustbins to
keep the area clean. They also give training for teachers on helping children learn through play and creative activities. Children
are now keen to come to school!
Look out for the special harvest appeal posters, and special gift
envelopes will be in church from Sunday 29th September. Please
give generously to this vital appeal.In Nepal, serious earthquakes
damaged many villages. The Nepal Baptist Multipurpose Community Development Scheme, (MCDS), team are working in a mountainous area to help restore livelihoods. People are learning better ways to grow food, keep livestock and earn a living, and women are helped to form self-help groups, to work together to improve their lives.
MCDS have equipped school classes for young children with educational toys and posters, medical kits, carpets, and dustbins to
keep the area clean. They also give training for teachers on helping children learn through play and creative activities. Children
are now keen to come to school!
Look out for the special harvest appeal posters, and special gift
envelopes will be in church from Sunday 29th September. Please
give generously to this vital appeal.
Chris Penn
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News from our BMS Church Partners
“Mummy, is this summer?” asks Millie (5) a few days after arriving back in the UK from Nepal. We smile. She remains unconvinced. Millie also needs her mum to demonstrate that the tap
water in Oxford is indeed drinkable before tentatively downing
some. Millie is also amazed that there is a machine in the kitchen which washes up your dishes. What a strange country she
finds herself in!
Having left the warm monsoon rains of Nepal behind we arrived
in the UK in early June for eight weeks of review, reporting,
sharing, decision-making, and refreshing. Soon after arrival,
and having passed the obligatory returnee medical checks, we
soon found ourselves sitting opposite a BMS panel in Didcot,
being interviewed about becoming BMS long term personnel,
and continuing to serve in Nepal. To our delight the panel
agreed that this is the right path for us, a view which is also
shared by our home church in Oxford. In starting to speak at
churches afterwards, it was great that we could report on this
development, and outline future areas of involvement in Nepal.
Looking back at six weeks of visiting friends and churches now,
we have been incredibly encouraged by the interest shown, by
prayers, shared meals, houses offered, cars offered, children's
clothes received, and friendship experienced. A big thank you
to you all, whether in Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Merseyside, West Somerset or Bristol.
In summary, the six weeks here have been weeks of variety.
Experiencing wet and cold weather to 'heatwave', many different
places, and numerous beds to sleep in, including in a castle, we
have done a fair bit of learning in these weeks also. Jakey, Ella,
18
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and Millie have done a sterling job presenting on Nepal in front of
various audiences (and mum and dad have grown into becoming
speakers also). BMS hosted us for the annual 'Gathering' in Birmingham, a week-long residential with other overseas workers,
which was really refreshing; and we even made it to the North
Cornwall Coast for a day, which felt a real novelty, since there is
no shoreline, and therefore no waves for body-boarding in Nepal.
As we write this, we have one week left in the UK before flying to
Germany for three weeks, where we will spend time with the German side of the family, and brush up on everyone's German language skills. Our remaining time in the UK and Germany will also
be filled with an element of re-focussing. What worked during our
last term in Nepal? What will we do different on return? Where do
we best invest our energies in the future, and which are key relationships locally?
As we consider these things prayerfully, we invite you to join us in
praying for a number of issues:
1) Thank you so much for your prayers regarding work visas.
PTL, these have finally progressed for Chris and Shane, our children's teachers, but they will be interviewed by immigration officials on return. Please pray for wisdom and success in the interviews. Toby will also be interviewed on return in September.
2) Gordon and Binaya, as the INF engineering team, are preparing
the tender information for the next capital project at Green Pastures Hospital, a new 'Centre for Palliative Care' funded by EMMS.
Please pray for a successful procurement process, and skill in
closing out clashes in design information pre-tender.
19
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3) Please pray for Chris and Debbie Drew who are returning from
Nepal after five years of diligent work in the country, may the
whole family settle back well into UK life.
4) Please pray for the new INFI Nepal Country Director Phil Morris, who has just moved his family to Kathmandu from Australia.
Much wisdom for him, as he takes up that role.
5) Please pray for Kedma, the young widow of INF's Government
Liaison Officer, Jay, who died this week, after a very recent cancer
diagnosis, and for the many people within INF who are grieving
this loss.
6) Please pray that we as a family will be ready for the challenges
ahead, and that Pippa can prepare well for the teaching she will
need to do for Year7 students at the Pokhara Study centre, covering RE and History for that age group.
COME RAIN, COME SHINE . . . we are preparing to fly back to
Nepal on the 4th September in faith that we are serving a living
God, who has meaningful works for us to do there. We therefore
want to conclude this newsletter with a verse from the book of
Joshua, Chapter 3, Verse 5 (NIV) where Joshua told the assembled people of Israel, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow
the Lord will do amazing things among you.” Would this become true for you and for us in the months to come.
Pippa and Toby Vokuhl . . . August 2019
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Dear Friends,
Greetings from Leeds; it has now been just over a month since
we landed back in the UK.
Packing up our lives (friendships, neighbours, work, pets, house,
belongings...) and travelling across the world to rebuild them
again was always going to be a challenge and it still feels very
much that we are in the middle of it all. We are grateful for all the
support and prayers we have received along the way and we
have been very aware of God's provision. By and large, we felt
we had the time to say our goodbyes properly and were able to
find homes for all of our things, including Frodo the dog. Since
being back we have been given school places for all four children
and hope to have found somewhere to live in a very multi-cultural
area of Leeds.

It has been wonderful to get the chance to visit some of you and
share about what is going on in Nepal and we look forward to
seeing more of you in the coming months. We don't know what
we will be doing after we officially leave BMS at the end of September and we hardly feel like we've had a moment to think
about it yet, but we hope to look more proactively in the coming
weeks as well as trusting that the right thing will fall into place at
the right time.
Many of you have been praying for Debbie's nephew, Freddie,
who has been battling with cancer since 2015; we are so grateful
for all of your concern and support. Tragically, he died on 22nd
July; a huge sadness for us all. It was special to be able to see
him after we got back from Nepal and we are grateful to be here
for this time, but these are difficult weeks for us all.
Please pray for:
21
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- Us all to come to terms with the loss of Freddie
- Rebekah, Sam, Tabea and Josh starting school in September
- that we would be able to move into our new home before school
starts
- that we would keep trusting God for what he has for us next
Many thanks again for all of your love and support.
Warmly,
Chris and Debbie
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Dagnall Street Baptist Church St Albans
Is taking part in:

heritage open days 2019
Saturday 14 September 10.00am to 6.00pm
Sunday 15 September 1.00pm to 5.00pm
As in previous years, we will be taking part in this month’s Heritage
Open Days for buildings of historical or architectural merit. The
church will be open to visitors from 10.00am to 6.00pm on Saturday
14th and from 1.00pm to 5.00pm on Sunday 15th September. Previous years have seen a regular flow of visitors and we are looking
forward to welcoming friends and visitors again this year. Please
encourage people you know to come along; information will be
available and archive material will be on display.
Hundreds of buildings throughout the country will be involved in this
annual event and we’re grateful once again to St Albans Civic Society, who have taken on the task of local publicity so pick up one of

23
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their leaflets in the Cross Street Centre. A change for this 25th
anniversary year of Heritage Open Days, is that the scheme
runs from 13th to 22nd September, so check details before setting
out to other places of interest. For more information about
events across England visit www.heritageopendays.org.uk or
call 0844 335 1884.

THOUGHTS ON THE LORD’S PRAYER
You cannot pray the Lord’s Prayer,
And even once say ‘I’,
You cannot pray the Lord’s Prayer,
And even once say ‘My’.
Nor can you pray the Lord’s Prayer,
And not pray for another;
For when you ask for Daily Brea,
You must include your brother.
For others are included,
In each and every plea:
From the beginning to the end of it,
It does not say ‘Me’.
Charles Thompson
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12 Hours of Prayer
Saturday 7th September
Over the last number of years we, DSBC, have kicked off the new
school year in September with a week of prayer. It provided an opportunity, after the summer break, to refocus on all aspects of the
life of church and those organisations we support at home and
abroad. To lift them before God, to pray that God will use all that
we do, and to listen to the Spirit’s guidance for how God was going
to use us. It is clearly a very worthwhile thing to do.
However, this year the deaconate felt that, perhaps, the format
needed a little freshening up. And so, this year instead of a prayer
week we will hold a 12-hour prayer vigil on Saturday 7th September. We will begin in the Sanctuary with our regular 10am prayer
meeting and we will finish with a short communal act of prayer between 9:30pm-10pm. In between those times we are asking people
to sign up for a thirty-minute slot where they will come and pray for
the church. To aid you in your prayers the church will be split up
into stations that will draw attention to different areas of our church
life along with different ideas of how you might pray for them and
for yourself.
We hope this format will give us a sense of collectively coming together to cover the church in prayer so that we may all catch a
glimpse of what God has in store for us over the year ahead.

Jonny
25
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Celebrating 30 Years Of
Cross Street
On Saturday the 9th September 1989
the Cross Street Centre officially
opened. It was a weekend of celebration and prayer, of thanksgiving
and dedication, graced by visitors
and old friends who came together to
recognise a significant moment in the long history of
Dagnall Street Baptist Church.
I wasn’t around on that opening weekend, I was only
two after all, but there are plenty amongst us who
were and they will tell you, as exciting as that opening
weekend was, the long road to get there. It began with
a problem, a building that was no longer fit for purpose
unless that purpose was putting its users at risk. The
cost of simply patching up the old Cross Street was
going to be significant but it would enable the church
to keep doing what it was doing. Fortunately, there
were those in the church leadership who were able to
sense the opportunity lying behind this problem. An
opportunity to let the old die and enable something
new to be born. They sensed the chance of resurrection. An opportunity to look to the future with a new
sense of focus and direction. An opportunity to reassess what the church was doing particularly during the
working week. A vision “to look outwards and to open
the doors more widely to those around us” began to
emerge out of which Cross Street was born.
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Cross Street was to become the alive core at the centre of the church’s life. A place that was open when
people were around and alive to their needs. A place
where people could get a cuppa and a listening ear.
A place with a warm and welcoming atmosphere, a
place people would enjoy coming into. It was to be a
place that would integrate DSBC further into the City
in which we live, a place where new connections
would be made and relationships deepened.
Five years of planning, praying, thinking, reflecting,
discussing, listening and fundraising. Five years led
to that opening weekend in September 1989. Five
years to plan for and shape the next thirty.
It is hard to underestimate the impact Cross Street
has had on the church here, as one long-time member put it, “It made us a church.” Thankfully we don’t
have to quantify the impact we just have to celebrate
it.
And so from Monday 9th September, 30 years to the
day from that grand opening, we will begin a week of
thanksgiving and celebration for Cross Street; for the
building, for the volunteers, for the staff, for the customers, for the community groups, for the coffee, for
the cake, for the friendships, for the grace found and
shared in this place.
You can find a full programme overleaf and we do
hope that you will join us for some, if not all, of the ac30
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tivities of the week. But I would also like to encourage
you not to just think back, but to do what was done all
those years ago and to look forward. To pray and listen
to what God’s Holy Spirit might be whispering to us
about how the Cross Street Centre can help us to be
church as we look to the next thirty years. To help us
with that task I also include a prayer of John Peters
from that opening thanksgiving service. May it have a
similar impact 30 years on as we continue to look outward and open our doors a little wider as we seek to
bring the Good News of Jesus Christ, a God who loves
and saves, to our neighbours in this city of St Albans.

Jonny
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Pastoral Prayers
Please remember the following from our church family
who would value our prayers:Liz Blight, Julia Plant, Ollie and Brian Branch, Sheila
Fricker, Caz and Gaz Jordon and Carol Macey.
Also remember Joanne Kipgen and the school at
Manipur.
We lift up to you those people who are searching for
work and ask that they might find suitable employment.
We praise you for holidays and give thanks for all that
God provides for us. We pray that those who are away or
are going away have a good break and come back refreshed.

Lord God, you are our strength.
Hold our hand in our weakness and
teach our hearts to fly.
With you,
there is nothing to fear, nothing
to worry about.
Hold us tight
in your embrace, so that we can
be stronger than the challenges
in our lives.
Sue Owen
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PASTORAL TEAM
The Ministers, Simon and Jonny, and members of the
Pastoral Team are always happy to make appointments to visit, talk or pray with you. This can take
place in your home, at Cross Street or at our homes at
your convenience and at mutually convenient times.
Marjorie and Leslie Jones (01727 841845)), Jill Potter
(07779 797928), Liz Blight (07884 431051), Alison
Ashmore (01727 867335) and Sue Owen (01727
867784) are also active members of the Pastoral
Team.
Simon, Jonny and the team hope you will notify them
of anybody who you think may be ill, lonely or who
needs help.
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Top 1

CHURCH & CENTRE ROOM BOOKINGS
To contact Danny Smith regarding Church and Centre
room booking enquiries:
Tel: 01727 844348
email: bookings@dsbc.org.uk

Monday Table Tennis/ Games
Club

We restart on Monday, 2nd September.
We meet every Monday from 10.30am to 1pm in the
Main Hall for table tennis, pool, carpet bowls and other
indoor games. Refreshments are available in the
Cross Street Café. Everyone is welcome.

Trevor Oakley

DAYCARE

Daycare meets every Tuesday during school term time, at
the Age Concern Centre, St Peters Street. If you know
of anyone who would like to come along for lunch and
companionship please contact: Noreen Gilhespy on
email noreen gilhespy@gmail.com or phone: 07947
029556.
40
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WHO LET THE DAD’S OUT!!

The next meeting will take place on Saturday, 14th September in the Lower Hall from
10am to 12pm
Everyone welcome, Dads, Uncles, Granddads
KNITTING GROUP
The knitting group will meet on Tuesday, 17th
September in Cross Street from 11am—12.30pm
and welcomes anyone who would like to join with us.
Some bring their own knitting or crochet projects whilst
other knit and crochet for the charity ‘Knit for Peace’.
Judy Pendal

SCRABBLE CLUB

Scrabble Club will be held on Tuesday 10th and 24th September at 2.30pm in the Cross Street Centre.
John and Vera Mills
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Knitting Group
I made my fourth visit this year to Knit for
Peace during August when I delivered the
largest number of items so far. This included 9 blankets, so thank you to everyone who has contributed either by donating wool, knitted squares or helping to stitch square together.
The group restarts on 17th September and we welcome anyone who would like to join us. Bring your own knitting or crochet project or you may like to help in supporting Knit for
Peace. This can be done in several ways by knitting a complete item or contributing a knitted square.
Judy Pendal

Monday Table Tennis and Indoor Games Club
We restart on Monday 2nd September
through to December 16th
No Meeting on Monday 28th October (Half
Term)

We meet every Monday from 10.30am till 1pm in the main Hall
Table Tennis – Snooker – Pool – Carpet Bowls – Chess –
Draughts and other table games.
Refreshments available in Cross St; Centre Cafe
Everyone welcome for a time of fun and
fellowship
Look forward to seeing you
Trevor Oakley
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Bible Reading Notes

to your address.

Last year, almost 60 free samples of various Daily Bible
Reading Notes were taken
from the display table in the
Link.
I hope that those of you who
took them were satisfied and
have been able to order future
copies from the supplier direct

If anyone would like further help in getting started with Daily
Bible Reading please talk to me.
Don’t forget, you can also get Bible Reading Notes on line
and there are even some publishers who will send them to
your email inbox each day.
Why not experiment?
Type “Daily Bible Reading”, “Daily Devotions” or something
similar, into your search engine, and see what you get!
Perhaps you will find something you like and will choose to
use it each day.
God Bless you in your desire to deepen your relationship
with Him.
Ewen Gilhespy
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This is my New Job.
Coordinator of Nightstop Hertfordhsire.
Can you help?

Noreen

Depaul UK relaunches
Nightstop service in Hertfordshire

The service, previously run by Herts Young Homeless (HYH), forms part
of the national Nightstop UK network run by Depaul UK, and will soon
be ready to host young people across the entire county.
By offering short-term accommodation, volunteers can give people experiencing homelessness the breathing space they need to get back on
their feet. Staff at the service also help people find other useful services
and permanent accommodation.

We are currently recruiting more volunteer hosts who
are willing to take in a young person at risk of homelessness for one night at a time. They receive comprehensive training and also expenses when hosting. We also
need voluntary drivers occasionally to take young people to a hosts Home.
We are having some training on September 14th you
could come and ask all your questions or contact me Noreen Gilhespy on 07966 742924 or
Nightstop.Hertfordshire@depaulcharity.org.uk
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BIRTHDAYS FOR SEPTEMBER
3rd—Glynne Brand (temporarily in Malta)
6th - Margaret Taylor
13th - Linda Williams
22nd—Alison Ashmore
Following on from the letter from Suzanne Linnell, BMS Supporter Co-ordinator, started in the July/August magazine. Suzanne went on to write about how the money we gave was
used and the difference it made to many communities.
1)
2)
3)
4)

Life giving surgery for mothers in Chad experiencing
complicated births
Disabled refugees from South Sudan receiving food support, health care and help with mobility
In Nepal, people who have suffered injuries being
helped by MS trained occupational therapists
Health workers at the Bidibidi refugee camp in Uganda
are using a newly developed blood pressure device
(CRADLE VSA) which we helped to supply. This detects life threatening complications in pregnancy and
many mothers and babies lives have been saved by this
device.

By giving to the Birthday Scheme, we have given hope and
shared the love of God and made all this possible. She finishes with, “From all of us at BMS and from those you have
helped but will never meet, thank you to all your Birthday
Scheme members for making their birthday such a special
day”.
Happy birthday to all os us who have a birthday this
month.
Linda Williams
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HARVEST FESTIVAL
Sunday 29th September
On Sunday 29 September we will
be celebrating Harvest Festival.
As in previous years we plan a token display of flowers and produce. On Saturday 28 we will
decorate the Church and would be
pleased to receive offers of help
and also gifts of flowers for the arrangements, small packets, fancy biscuits and cakes
and bags of soft sweets which can be distributed to
friends of the Church on Monday morning.
We would also be pleased to hear from those who
could assist on Monday morning to assemble the gift
boxes and distribute them.
Thank you
Sandra Carpenter
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COPY DATE FOR THE OCTOBER
MAGAZINE
THURSDAY, 19th SEPTEMBER
The weather through July and August can only be called
’changeable’! We have had the hottest day and the wettest
within weeks of each other. I must confess that I much prefer
the cooler temperatures nowadays. The garden has certainly
lapped up the changeable weather and has bloomed profusely.
My Australian family have been back home now for quite some
time and my grandson is looking forward to starting big school
at the end of this year. Even though it is winter going into
spring in Sydney it was warm enough for a day at the beach
last weekend. They all enjoyed it and even my newest grandson, Charlie, had a dunk and, apparently, loved it.
Have you taken some lovely photos over the summer, perhaps
of your garden or somewhere you visited on your holiday? If
so think of sending them to me for the magazine. I am sure
everyone would be interested to see them.

Glynis

glynis.griffiths1@gmail.com
01462 733665
07709 618571
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What, When and Where September 2019
Tuesday
3
Church Members meeting & Prayer
Room 3 Cross Street Centre - 7.00pm prayer
followed by meeting start at 8.00pm
Saturday
7
Prayer Vigil
10am – 10pm. See Mag. for details and guide
Saturday
7
Prayer Hour
10.00am Cross Street Room 5
Week
9-15 Cross Street Anniversary Events
See church magazine for details
Tuesday
10
Scrabble Club
2.30pm Cross Street Centre
Wednesday 11
Free Church Service in the Abbey
11.00am – The Revd. Canon Kevin Walton, Canon Chancellor,
St Albans Cathedral
Saturday 14
Who Let the Dads Out?
10.00am – 12.00pm Lower Hall
Saturday 14
Heritage Open Day
10.00am – 6.00pm Church
Sunday
15
Heritage Open Day
1.00pm – 5.00pm Church
Tuesday
17
Knitting Group
11.00am – 12.30pm Cross Street Centre
Thursday 19
Deacons’ Meeting
7.45pm Room 4 Cross Street Centre
Saturday 21
Messy Church
9.15 – 11.45 Lower Hall
Tuesday
24
Study Group
10.30am – 12.00pm Cross Street Centre
Tuesday
24
Scrabble Club
2.30pm Cross Street Centre
Wednesday 25
Study Group
8.00 – 10.00pm Cross Street Centre
Regular Events
Mondays: Table tennis & Games Club 10.30am – 1.30pm Lower Hall
Tuesdays: (term time) Daycare 10am – 2pm Age Concern St Peters Street
Wednesdays: (term time - starts 11th) Toddlers 09.45am – 11.15am Lower Hall
Sunday Services
10.30am with groups for children every Sunday.
4.00pm Church in the Café 1st Sunday each month, 6.30pm remaining Sundays,
unless otherwise advertised.
Sunday Communion 1st morning & 3rd evening each month.
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